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Seismic Waves
December 9, 2014
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Earthquakes’   Vibrations

• When the crust shifts, energy is released.

• The energy radiates in all directions through vibrations.
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Measuring Earthquakes

• Magnitude (Richter Scale)

• Seismographs are the most reliable measures of earthquakes.

• Each increase in one unit of magnitude means a ten-fold increase in 

shaking.
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• Intensity (Mercalli Scale)

• Based upon the reports 

of people who 

experienced the 

earthquake and 

observed the 

destruction.

Mercalli vs. Richter Scale
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Which Earthquake Research Center is 

closest to the epicenter?

Station A

Station B

Station C

Station D

Large Tremor felt quickly
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Seismic Waves - Lab
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• This lab will be collected and graded, so please do your best!

• Materials for the lab are on the front table

• Work on the lab independently or with one partner of your 

choice. If you are working with a partner, please sit at the 

same desk

Tonight’s Homework:

Finish your Seismic Waves Lab!


