
 

 

 



 

 
 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR SCIENCE NOTEBOOK! 
 
Directions: Answer the following questions in your notebook in complete sentences.  Each answer should include a 
minimum of 3 sentences to provide a full and complete response. 

 

Title:  Causes of Declining Biodiversity 
 

1. Summarize the five causes of recent declines in biodiversity. 
 
2. Using information from the article, how is the current decline in biodiversity different from previous declines over the 
history of our planet? 
 

3. Using evidence from the article, describe how human population growth is responsible ultimately for the decrease in 
biodiversity. 
 

4. How does biodiversity affect you and everyone else and why is it important? 
 

5. In 1859, 12 rabbits were sent to Australia (an island continent) so that William Austin, a native from England, could 
populate rabbits on his property and continue his hobby of rabbit hunting.  However, within ten years the population 
had grown to be in the millions devastating Australia and causing several planet species to become extinct.  Why do you 
think the population of rabbits grew so fast?  Why are rabbits considered an invasive species in Australia, but are not 
invasive in the United States?  What would you suggest to Australia to help them in their current dilemma over 150 
years old? 


